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In it’s second year of operation, Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library has continued to grow in the Quad City area.  The United Way of the Quad Cities Area provides books to over 9,000 children in Rock Island and Scott counties each month. Understanding the importance of entering school ready to learn, Imagination Library hopes to increase the amount of reading children aged 0-5 are exposed to at home.  We randomly sampled participants from Rock Island and Scott Counties, and sent them a short survey in order to better understand their reading patterns and opinions of the program.  The results were very helpful and positive, and indicate that Imagination Library is exposing our community’s children to more reading.  

Highlights from the survey results: 
1. The Imagination Library program is an overwhelming success.  95.3% of parents indicated that they were very satisfied with the program. 
2. Children involved in the program are more interested in reading.  91% of respondents said that their children are more interested in books since joining Imagination Library.  
3. Imagination Library increases the frequency that parents read to their children.  
a. 75.1% of parents indicated that they read to their children more since joining the program. 
b. 81.2 % of Imagination Library parents read to their children at least once a day.  Only 57% indicated reading to their children at least once a day before starting with the program.  
i. Imagination Library increased the amount of parents reading to their children at least once a day by 24.2%.  
Most frequent comments:
1. My child loves receiving their own books in the mail, and they get very excited when the book comes.  
2. This is a great program and our family loves it.  
3. The books we received are among my child’s favorites. 
4. Books can be expensive, and this program really helps us provide books to our children.  
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